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Investigation and Administrative Action on Foodborne
Disease Outbreaks Caused by Consuming Raw
Oyster in Ludao Township in 2015

HUI-CHIA CHAN, YA-HSUAN FANG, YUAN-HSIN HSU,
MING-TZAI CHEN, TZU-SUI WANG,
DER-YUAN WANG AND CHIN-FU LIN

Northern Center for Regional Administration, TFDA

ABSTRACT

Food and Drug Administration was informed by Taitung Health Bureau of 7 cases of suspected
foodborne disease in Taitung County in June 2015. A total of 102 consumers had symptoms of nausea,
vomiting, and diarrhea with abdominal cramps. The restaurants in Ludao Township were asked to stop
the supply of raw oyster since 1* July, then no further informed cases. Forty three samples including 2
oysters, other foods and 22 environmental samples were screened for pathogenic bacteria and enteric
viruses. Two oyster samples were found contaminated with norovirus. Seventeen human specimens
were also collected and ten were positive for norovirus. According to epidemiological investigation, the
correlation between foodborne disease outbreaks and oyster is significant. The investigation concluded
that the oyster contaminated by norovirus was the etiological agent that should be destroyed according to

the Act Governing Food Sanitation.

Key words: foodborne disease outbreak, norovirus, oyster, Ludao Township





