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Discussion of Regulations on Importation of Gelatin
and Collagen Derived from Bovines and Intended for
Human Consumption

CHUNG-PING HO', NAI-YUN HUANG', TSUNG-HSI WU>,
MEI-CHEN LION® AND JYH-QUAN PAN’

'FSI Taiwan-Asia Pacific Office *Division of Food Safety, TFDA

ABSTRACT

The emergence of new variant Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease (nvCJID) is considered likely that human
consume bovine tissues or products with bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE) infectivity. Because
of the safety concerns from gelatin and collagen derived from bovines, many countries adopt and enforce
importation measures in order to minimize BSE-risk on trade. The purpose of this study is to discuss of
regulations on importation of gelatin and collagen derived from bovines. After comparison with Office
International des Epizooties (OIE), European Union (EU), United States (US), New Zealand, Japan,
and Korea measures on importation of gelatin/collagen and raw materials derived from bovine hides
and skins, OIE, US, New Zealand, Japan (when the draft amended), and Korea allow gelatin/collagen
and raw materials to be traded without BSE restrictions, regardless of the exporting countries’ BSE-risk
status. EU requires that products from the third countries must be accompanied by health certificates of
the exporting country; on the other hand, many countries adopt strict BSE restrictions on gelatin/collagen
and raw materials derived from bones, such as prohibited or restricted importation. Restricted importation
means products shall be accompanied by health certificates according to the exporting countries’ BSE-
risk status, and indicates that importation of gelatin and collagen derived from bones intended for human
consumption still pose BSE-risk. Therefore, the revised BSE measures for Taiwan may allow gelatin/
collagen and raw materials derived from hides and skins to be traded freely and without BSE restrictions,
and remain prohibited importation or adopt restricted importation of gelatin/collagen and raw materials

derived from bones to ensure importation safety.

Key words: bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE), new variant Creutzfeldt-dakob disease
(nvCJD), gelatin, collagen





