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Residues in Livestock and Aquatic Products
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ABSTRACT

Residual veterinary drugs in food present a risk to human health. From Feb to Oct 2014, a total of
830 samples of various animal origins were collected from retail markets or supermarkets and tested for
residual drugs, including tetracyclines, sulphonamides, quinolones, nicarbazin, nitrofuran metabolites,
malachite green, amphenicol, f-agonist, antiprotozoal drugs and p-lactams. Among veterinary drugs,
nitrofuran metabolites, malachite green, leucomalachite green and chloramphenicol have been listed
as prohibited drugs worldwide due to the risk of carcinogenicity and aplastic anemia. The others are
allowed as food additives for disease prevention and treatment. “Enforcement Rules of Veterinary
Drugs Control Act” have been set up by the Council of Agriculture and “Standards for Veterinary Drug
Residue Limits in Foods” have been established by the Ministry of Health and Welfare, based on different
animal species. Out of 830 samples, 36 cases, 12 aquatic products, 21 livestock products and 3 poultry
products were found to contain prohibited or veterinary drug residues above regulatory limits, including
licomycin, benzylpenicillin, azaperone, chloramphenicol, trimethoprim, tilmicosin, florfenicol, sulfadrugs,
thiamphenicol, nicarbazin, doxycycline and leucomalachite green. The results of this survey had been
reported to the local enforcement authorities and the penalties had been enforced to the suppliers who

provided the non-compliant products.
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