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Mobilization of Private Laboratories for Emergency
Testing Demands of Maleic Anhydride
Modified Starch

LI-AN YANG, CAI-RU LIAO, NAN-TIN LAI, ERH-YUN CHIANG,
WAN-CHEN LEE, MING-SHIN LEE AND HWEI-FANG CHENG

Division of Risk Management, FDA

ABSTRACT

During the contamination event of maleic anhydride modified starch in May 2013, not only the
laboratories accredited by the FDA in Taiwan, but also the private institutes listed in the “Nationwide
Food, Drug and Cosmetic Testing Resource Database” were recruited to actively participate in the
emergency mobilization. Since May 28 2013, TFDA had collaborated and enabled a total of 21 private
laboratories to meet the incredible emergency testing demands for Maleic Anhydride in foods. In addition,
we had provided all the related industries professional assistance to build up their own self-management
inspection of the source. The testing capacity of private laboratories had reached 2,100 samples per
day. During that period of time we had held a proficiency tests for the examination of maleic acid and
conducted a several of supervision assessments for the purpose of supervision all the listed laboratories.
Subsequently, we had invited laboratories to further apply all the involved for the accreditation of the
FDA in Taiwan after the event. Up to April 30, 2014, four laboratories have been accredited by the FDA
in Taiwan. The seminars for testing technique and quality management were held continuously to promote
the testing quality and capacity of private laboratories. The “Nationwide Food, Drug and Cosmetic Testing
Resource Database” was constantly in order to fully utilize all the available resource of examination in
Taiwan. By the cooperation of central, local and private laboratories, the capacity and efficiency of testing
had been accelerated. The whole system will be capable to fulfill the demands of emergency mobilization.

Key words: maleic anhydride modified starch, maleic acid, nationwide testing resource
database, emergency mobilization, proficiency test



