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Analysis of Post-Market Surveillance of
Foods in 2013
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YU-HSUAN CHEN', YANG-CHIH SHIH’, JYH-QUAN PAN’
AND HWEI-FANG CHENG'

'Division of Risk Management, FDA ’Division of Research and Analysis, FDA
*Center for Regional Administration, FDA

ABSTRACT

The importance of food safety plays a vital role in the public health. Therefore, safeguarding the
quality and safety of foods on the market becomes one of the major concerns for the government’s public
administration affairs. In 2013, the Taiwan Food and Drug Administration (TFDA) had carried out a total
of 14 post-market surveillance projects, including 5,536 samples being tested. The monitor result showed
levels of heavy metals in the tested rice, fruits and vegetables, and the quality and hygiene of special
nutritional foods were all complied with regulatory standards. In addition, the compliance rates for the
following three food safety related categories, including pesticide residues in marketed agricultural food
products, veterinary drug residues in poultry, livestock and aquatic products and mycotoxins in peanut
products were tested as 88.9%, 95.5% and 97.6%, respectively. Furthermore, for those items related to the
food labelling, which comprised genetically modified food products and food adulteration, the compliance
rates were 90.7% and 94.9%, respectively. While comparing the results with 2012, the overall compliance
rate had decreased, apart from the pesticide residues in marketed agricultural food products, the pass rates
of all other monitoring programs showed a steady increase in trend over the past years. This outcome and
impact of the efficacy of the implementing post-market surveys have promoted the safety and quality of
marketed food products. In the future, the TFDA will continue to monitor food products on the market,
with specific concerns with all the high-risk foods. TFDA will also reinforce proper follow up actions
for the non-compliant products. As the information regarding the list of non-compliant items is released
to the public, the Local Health Bureaus will take necessary administrative disciplinary actions promptly
to ensure the goods on the market are in solid of high quality ultimately, it will enhance the purpose of
protecting the consumers and uplifting the public confidence.

Key words: post-market surveillance, veterinary drug residues, pesticide residues, compliance
rate



