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Microbiological Survey of Marketed Cosmetics in Taiwan

SHIAU-YU FU, SHOU-CHIEH HUANG, YU-PEN CHEN, LIH-CHING CHIUEH
AND DANIEL YANG-CHIH SHIH

Division of Research and Analysis, FDA

ABSTRACT

In order to investigate the conformity of marketed cosmetics to the “Microbial Guideline of Cosmetics
Announced by Department of Health”, 53 samples were randomly collected from cosmetic stores, drug stores
or pharmacies by local health authorities in Taiwan area from January to May, 2012. These samples were
examined with aerobic plate count (APC), Escherichia coli, Pseudomonas aeruginosa and Staphylococcus
aureus, as described in the U.S. BAM-Microbiological Methods for Cosmetics. The results showed that E. coli, P.
aeruginosa, or S. aureus were not detected in all cosmetic products. The APC were higher than the Guideline in 5
samples. Seven samples (13.2%) violated the labeling regulation requirements, and four of them lack lot number
or manufacture date on the package.

Key words: cosmetic, aerobic plate count, Escherichia coli, Pseudomonas aeruginosa, Staphylococcus
aureus



