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Investigation on the Aflatoxin Contamination in Chinese
Herbal Materials (lII)

YI-HUA CHEN, LING CHIN, YI-CHU LIU, DANIEL YANG-CHIH SHIH AND
CHI-FANG LO

Divison of Research and Analysis, FDA

ABSTRACT

In this survey, 400 samples (20 samples of each Farfarae Flos, Polyporus, Curcumae Longae Rhizoma,
Cimicifugae Rhizoma, Atractylodis Rhizoma, Fritillariae Cirrhosae Bulbus, Scutellariaec Radix, Paconiae Alba
Radix, Acori Graminei Rhizoma, Poria, Citri Immaturus Fructus, Gentianae Macrophyllae Radix, Gardeniae
Fructus, Gentianae Rhizoma et Radix, Clematidis Caulis, Schisandrae Fructus, Platycladi Semen, Puerariae
Radix, Polygalae Radix and Alismatis Rhizoma) were collected from Chinese medicinal manufactory plants and
drug stores in Taiwan during the fiscal year 2011. In order to investigate the aflatoxin (AF) contamination in
Chinese herbs, those samples were analyzed by HPLC according to the Chinese National Standard Method for
testing aflatoxin in food. Aflatoxin was found in 20 samples of Platycladi Semen (1.8-33.8 ppb), 11 samples of
Polygalae Radix (0.7-12.0 ppb), 1 sample of Alismatis Rhizoma (4.1 ppb) and 1 sample of Puerariac Radix (0.8
ppb). The results could be provided as the reference for the regulatory authority.

Key words: aflatoxin, Chinese herbs, HPLC



