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Inspection of Imported Food in Taiwan during 2011

TSUNG-HSI WU', TSUI-LING LIU?, SHU-LI LIN', RUENN-LAN FENG' AND
SHU-JEAN TSAT'

'Division of Food Safety, FDA
*Taiwan Institute of Economic Research Biotechnology Industry Study Centre

ABSTRACT

In 2011, a total of 419,219 batches of imported food were applied to Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
for import inspection before being imported into Taiwan. The border inspection for hygiene and safety of the
imported foods was conducted by 43 official inspectors in 12 offices at ports/airports in the Northern, Central and
Southern Regional Centers of FDA. The amounts of 29,562 batches of the total were selected for the laboratory
analysis. Among them, 276 batches were determined unqualified, and the percentage of violation was 0.93%.
The main violation was the residual pesticides and veterinary drugs in agricultural products, meat and aquatic
products. The non-compliance rates were 41.0% for pesticide residues and 37.4% for animal drugs. Regarding
processed products, preservatives exceeding the regulatory limits was the main problem. In 2011, Japan, USA
and Mainland China were the main countries of origin of foods imported to Taiwan, with 86,877, 69,198 and
39,481 batches of imported foods from them, respectively. Among them, 73 batches from USA, 39 from Japan
and 28 from Mainland China were found unqualified via laboratory analysis. The food category with the most
violations was the “fresh, chilled or frozen beef”, which accounted for the largest number of non-compliance
(46 batches), resulted from veterinary drug residues and mainly from USA. Violation of “fresh, chilled or frozen
fruits” (42 batches) and “fresh, chilled or frozen vegetables” (34 batches) was caused by pesticide residues.
The analysis results of the 2011 annual inspection could provide valuable information and be used as important
references for determining the risk factors of the food safety, food categories with high risk and food origins with
high risk for imported food control.

Key words: imported food, border inspection, food risk factor



