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Quality Survey of Antibiotic Preparations in Taiwan

SHU-HWA LIAN, PEI-LING LEE, MEI-LING YEH AND DER-YUAN WANG

Division of Research and Analysis

ABSTRACT

The aim of this study was to investigate the quality of antibiotics used in Taiwan included
cefoperazone sodium injections, ciprofloxacin tablets, ophthalmic solution, otic suspension and
injections, rifampin capsules and tablets to ensure the drug safety. All these samples were collected
by the local health authorities from hospitals, clinics, manufacturers and importers in various counties
from January to December, 2010. Totally, 140 samples were evaluated by the analytical methods
described in the Chinese Pharmacopoeia VI, the US Pharmacopeia 32 and the original manufactures.
The results showed 3 samples (2.1%) of Rifampin capsules did not meet the requirements of
pharmacopeia and government regulations. Among them, the appearance of one Rifampin capsule
differed from the original regulation and the others failed to meet the potency regulations. The follow-
up treatments of unqualified products were continuously tracked by the local health authorities.

Key words: cefoperazone sodium, ciprofloxacin, rifampin



