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COLOR ADDITIVES OF IMPORTED FOOD PRODUCTS
IN TAIWAN

CHUN-TZU HUANG, JYUHN-LURNG CHENG,
HWA CHU AND SHU-CHI LEE

DIVISION OF FOOD CHEMISTRY

ABSTRACT

This report summarized the analysed
results of 134 imported food items sampled
during September 1988 to May 1989. The
detecting methods of coloring agents were
performed according to CNS and Japanese
Standard Methods of Analysis for Hygien-
ic Chemists procedures. Most of the food
products collected at the present study
were candy related.

Senventeen (17) products out of 134
food samples were found to use natural
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coloring agents, while the rest of food
products (117) were detected containing
artificial colors. The samples using ar-
tificial additives showed that the rate of
20.5% (24 /117) was containing the food
color prohibited in Taiwan.The most com-
mon used illegal or prohibited colors were
Acid Red and a unknown yellow color.
The majority of food products using these
prohibited colors were mainly imported
from Japan and European countries.
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