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USE OF PLASTICIZERS IN FOOD
PACKING PLASTIC FILMS IN TAIWAN

HWA CHU, HSIAO-LING LOH AND SHU-CHI LEE

DIVISION OF FOOD CHEMISTRY
ABSTRACT

The intent of this report is to underst
and the usage and type of plasticizers
used by the plastic film industry being
sold in Taiwan. Thirty plastic film pro-
ducts from various brand and packaging
were sampled between September,
1989through May, 1990.

Among the collected samples, 11 pro-
ducts were made of polyvinyl chloride
(PVC), 6 of polyvinylidenedichloride
(PVDCQC), 12 of polyethylene (PE), and one
of polybutadiene (BDR). The GC proce-
dures were used to test for dioctyl adipate
(DOA), acetyltributylcitrate (ATBC), di-

butyl sebacate (DBS), and dioctyl phtha-
late (DOP). The results showed that 11
tested PVC, 6 contained with DOA (0.23 ~
21.35%), 1 with ATBC (2.58%), 1 with
DBS (1.79%) and 1 with a mixture of DBS
& DOP (3.10% and 2.90%), while 2
products have found none of the 4 plas-
ticizers. Of the 6 tested PVDC, 5 con-
tained both DBS (0.18~0.26%) and ATBC
(2.31~2.99%), 1 contained DBS (0.20%),
ATBC (2.45%) and DOA (0.16%).

" None of the four tested plasticizers
were found in the 13 PE and BDR plastic
film products.
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