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INVESTIGATION ON THE QUALITY OF MAINLAND
CHINESE HERBAL PREPARATIONS

LING CHIN, JAU-JAU WANG, HSIEH, MEI-HWA YANG,
YANN-JIAU FANG, CHIENG-HSUN CHIANG, MINE-JER TSAI
AND KUO-CHING WEN

DIVISION OF PHARMACOGNOSY
ABSTRACT

One hundred and two samples were
taken in Taipei from Oct. 1988 to Dec.
1988. These samples were classified into
and weight variation >
TLC > adulteration of
synthetic chemical drugs » heavy metal
alcohol contents labeling and toxicity
tests were performed.

The results showed that:
(1)The weight variation between the

six categories >
disintegration »

individual dosage units and the average
weights mostly fell within £5~ +15%

(2)All Samples met the requirement of
J. P. XI on disintegration to be accom-
plished in 120 mins.

(3)In comparing the TLC patterns of
the samples,it was found that different
Samples of the same product manufa-
ctured by the same manufactory had
different TLC patterns. Two other samples
of the anti-rheumatic and analgesic cate-
gory didn't show up the characteristic
fluorescent spots of coptis in the TLC
patterns, despite the labeling of the com-
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ponent of coptis Rhizoma in their compo-
sitions.

(4)One sample of the antirheumatic
and analgesic category contained the
adulterations of acetaminophen, diazepam
and caffeine, and two samples of the
renaltonic category had the adulteration
of caffeine.

(5)The heavy metals, As, Cd and Pb
were negative in the antirheumatic and
analgesic preparations on the other prepa-
rations.

(6the alcohol contents of 13 samples
fell within 18.8~57.9% (v/ v), and metha-
nol was not detected in 5 samples, or was
present in less than 100 ppm in another 8
samples.

(T Thirty four of the 102 sa-
mples(33.35%)were found to bear no label-
ing on drug permit number and lot.
number.

(8 Two samples probably had subacute
toxicity and chronic toxicity.
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