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INVESTIGATION ON THE ADULTERATION OF
SYNTHETIC CHEMICAL DRUGS IN MARKETED
CHINESE HERBAL ANTIDYSMENORRHEICS
PREPARATIONS

YANN-JIAU FANG, YI-CHU LIU, TING-GUANG SHYU
AND TSI-TEE SUEN
DIVISION OF DRUG CHEMISTRY

ABSTRACT

Adulteration of synthetic chemical
drugs in Chinese antidysmenorrheics prepa-
ration is less than other kinds of Chinese
herbal preparations. In order to conduct a
thorough investigation on the adulteration
of chinese herbal antidysmenorrheics prep-
arations with synthetic chemical drugs,
We collected 151 samples randomly from
August 1986 to August 1987 in Taiwan
area.

The results from T.L.C and U.V.
spectrophotometric analysis indicated 2
samples (i.e. 1.32%) were adulterated
with synthetic drugs including phenacetin ~
Caffeine and Metronidazole. It’s surprised
to find phenacetin and Caffeine adulterated
phenacetin is used as an antipyretics and
analgesics; while caffeine isa C.N.S. stim-
ulant.
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