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INVESTIGATION ON METHANOL CONTENT OF
MARKETED COSMETICS

LA‘IN MEEI HYA AND SHAW CHING YIH

ABSTRACT

Methanol can be taken into human body
through mouth, skin or respiratory tract so that
it can cause toxicity, blindness or death. In accord-
ance with the hygienic regulations of our country,
the content of methanol in the cosmetics may
not be over 0.2 ml of 100 ml (less than 0.2%).
To administer the quality improvement of

marketed products, the Bureau reinvestigated

one hundred case samples in 1985. The analytical
results showed that two of fifty-four perfume
and lotion samples, ie. 3.7%. While sixteen of
fourty-six hair spray samples, ie. 26.1%, were in
violation. Compared to the result of first investi-
gation, the percentage of violation is distinctly

decreased.
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