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An Overview of Heavy Metal Contents Survey in
Commercial Food Products in Taiwan from 2020 to
2021

HSIN-CHUAN KUO, WEN-CHIN WEI, MEI-CHUAN CHEN, HSU-YANG LIN
AND FANG-MING LIU

Northern Center for Regional Administration, TFDA

ABSTRACT

Taiwan Food and Drug Administration has been working with local health bureaus to implement
annual food surveillance programs. Between 2020 to 2021, a total of 1,232 samples were collected and
analyzed for the heavy metal contents via released analytical method by local health bureaus. Only 7
samples failed to comply with “Sanitation Standard for Contaminants and Toxins in Food,” including 4
fish samples, 2 century-egg samples and 1 vegetable sample, which were subsequently remove from the
market and the compliance rate was 99%. In the future, continuous testing of heavy metals in food will be
carried out based on unqualified projects, public concerns, policy adjustments and other factors to ensure

food hygiene and safety in the market.

Key words: aquatic animals, egg and processed egg products, fruits and vegetables, heavy
metals



