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Fake Medical Mask Risk Analysis

YI-JIE LI, HUNG-TZU LAI, LI-YA WU, KING-FU LIN AND SHOU-MEI WU

Decision Support Center, TFDA

ABSTRACT

In 2020, COVID-19 spread around the world, and masks have become one of the most important
personal protective equipment. It has been reported that dishonest manufacturers sold non-medical
masks as medical masks. To prevent dishonest manufacturers from selling fake medical masks, this
study reported the use of cross-departmental information to detect the risk of fake medical masks. First,
using the customs data from Customs Administration, Ministry of Finance to find out manufacturers
importing non-medical masks. Next, concatenating the manufacturers data from Taiwan Food and Drug
Administration, Ministry of Health and Welfare and Department of Commerce, Ministry of Economic
Affairs and Department of Treasury, Ministry of Finance to obtain the company information. And then
connecting the database of medical device license to determine if the manufacturers have Pharmacist
selling/ manufacturing license or whose relevant companies have Pharmacist selling/ manufacturing
license. Fake medical mask risk was analyzed and the high-risk manufacturers were provided for on-site
inspections. As the end of 2020, fifty companies had been inspected, and eleven companies were found
suspected of violating the Pharmaceutical Affairs Act or transferred to prosecutors. The unqualified rate
was 22%. We used big data analysis methods to effectively detect the risk of fake medical mask, protect

the quality of masks, and maintain the health of the people of the country.

Key words: medical masks, non-medical masks, fake medical mask risk



