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The Import Control and Border Management on Meat
Products of United States

TSUNG-HSI WU, WEN-FAN SHEN, CHING-YU CHEN, HSU-YANG LIN
AND FANG-MING LIU

Northern Center for Regional Administration, TFDA

ABSTRACT

The Food Safety Inspection Service of United States Department of Agriculture is the US regulatory
and enforcement authority for the food safety management of foreign meat products import. Exporting
countries are required to apply for “country equivalence” evaluation and to obtain the “establishment
eligibility”. After the exporting countries are approved for export to the U.S., their eligibility had to be
continuously verified. Each shipment is required for “reinspection”, and presented at an “official import
inspection establishment” and be inspected by FSIS inspectors. Each shipment should be checked for
certification documents and the labeling and marking of the products. Shipment that required sampled and
tested, in principle, they should be detained in the “official import inspection establishments™ until the
inspection is completed. Unqualified products should be returned or destroyed within 45 days. Products
for research and development, testing, and commercial display that meet the quantity limits may be
exempted from reinspection. Imported foods with low meat content or animal casings, etc. are control by
the US Food and Drug Administration, but the Food Safety and Inspection service needs to check that the
raw meat ingredients originate from eligible countries and establishments. In addition, all meat products
and products containing meat ingredients should comply with the animal disease control regulations of

the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Agency.

Key words: meat product, food safety, import inspection, FSIS, equivalence, reinspection, official
import inspection establishment



