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Survey on Safrole in Cosmetic Products in Taiwan

SHENG-WEI WANG, SHOU-CHIEH HUANG, PO-YU WANG,
SU-HSIANG TSENG AND DER-YUAN WANG

Division of Research & Analysis, TFDA

ABSTRACT

In Taiwan, safrole is prohibited in cosmetics since 2017. If cosmetics products contain any
ingredients originated from Lauraceae, the technically unavoidable amount of safrole is 100 ppm in final
products. In order to investigate the safrole content in cosmetic porducts, 22 samples were randomly
collected from drug stores, pharmacies, department stores and cosmetic stores by local health bureaus in
Taiwan. These samples were analyzed for safrole by gas chromatography/mass spectrometry (GC-MS).
The result showed safrole (1,469-1,713 ppm) was detected in 3 essential oils, which is not in compliance

with the limit of 100 ppm.

Key words: cosmetics, estrogens, LC/MS/MS



