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Investigation of Adulteration of Mercury Salts in Marketed
Cream Cosmetics

Cheng-Chin Lin, Ya-Hoi Wang, Ming-Chuan Huang, Ber-Lin Chang
and Chun-Heng Liao

Division of Drug Chemistry

ABSTRACT
Accordine to official regulations in Taiwan mercury salts, a bleaching agent, is forbidden
in cosmetics products.In order to test whether mercury salts were present in cream cosmetics,
eighty samples were randomly purchased in the Taiwan area during a period from August to
September 1998. The results showed that only one sample was adulterated with mercury salts

(28,900ppm) .
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