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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Invention (last visited Feb. 24, 2017). (An invention can serve many
purposes. These purposes might differ significantly and may change over time. An invention, or a
further-developed version of it, may serve purposes never envisioned by its original inventor(s) or
by others living at the time of its original invention. As an example, consider all the kinds of plastic

developed, their many uses, and the significant growth this material invention is still undergoing.)
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2 E_pass Technologies, Inc. v. 3COM Corporation, et al., 343 F.3d 1364, 1370 (Fed. Cir. 2003).

(“Where claim language is ambiguous, the purpose of the invention described in the specification

may, of course, sometimes be useful in resolving the ambiguity.”)
Allen Eng’g Corp. v. Bartell Indus., Inc., 299 F.3d 1336, 63 U.S.P.Q.2d (BNA) 1769, 1774 (Fed.
Cir. 2002). (The preamble simply states the intended use or purpose of the invention. . . . Such a

21

preamble usually does not limit the scope of the claim unless the preamble provides antecedents for
ensuing claim terms and limits the claim accordingly.)

MARTIN J. ADELMAN, RANDALL R. RADER & JOHN R. THOMAS, CASES AND MATERIALS ON
PATENT LAW 468 (3d ed. 2009). (A claim begins with the object of the sentence, e.g., “A method of
making coffee...” The preamble generally states the general use or purpose of the invention. It thus

22

helps to show the broad area of technology to which the invention belongs and may help the PTO

assign the invention to an examining group.)
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Festo corp. v. Shoketsu Kinzoku Kogyo Kabushiki Co., Ltd., et al. 535 U.S. 722, 723 (2002) (To
enable a patent holder to know what he owns, and the public to know what he does not, ...).
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Maxwell v. J. Baker, Inc., 86 F.3d 1098 (Fed. Cir. 1996).
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